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Michigan State Bar Foundation Awards $98,700 in Grants 
 

The Michigan State Bar Foundation (MSBF) recently awarded $98,700 in Administration of Justice Grants for ten public 
interest projects that enhance civil legal aid to the poor, promote conflict resolution, or provide law-related education.  Last year, 
the Foundation granted over $413,000 for projects to improve the administration of justice.  
 
MSBF President Margaret J. Nichols of Ann Arbor said, “The Foundation continues to support innovative programs that improve 
the administration of justice and increase access to justice for those in need. These grants make a difference for many nonprofit 
agencies and those they serve.”   
 
Established in 1947 by lawyers and judges, the Michigan State Bar Foundation is a nonprofit philanthropic corporation that 
provides funding and leadership for law-related charitable activities.   See www.msbf.org for more information about the 
Foundation and its grant programs. 
 
The Foundation recently awarded Administration of Justice Grants to: 
 
Michigan Center for Civic Education toward costs of the regional and state high school mock trial tournaments;  
 
Criminal Defense Attorneys of Michigan to help defray tuition to attend the Criminal Defense Trial College for attorneys who 
represent the indigent; 
 
 Michigan Lawyer’s Auxiliary for a Law Day School Essay Contest which helps educate youth about the principles of the legal 
system; 
 
Neighborhood Reconciliation Center for technology that allows remote data access while conducting mediations at the court; 
  
Oakland Livingston Legal Aid to pay the final expenses for closure of the program;  
  
Historical Society for the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Michigan toward costs of a documentary on 
the 1953 Detroit Smith Act to be aired by public television and distributed to educators;  
  
University of Michigan Pediatric Advocacy Initiative to support a legal clinic fellowship to improve children’s health by 
resolving related legal issues;   
 
Supreme Court of Michigan Learning Center to create an interactive game to introduce school children to the judicial branch of 
government;  
 
Michigan Guardianship Association toward costs of an updated video for use in probate courts and communities to inform 
fiduciaries about legal duties, court procedures, and the rights of wards; 
 
State Bar of Michigan Justice Initiates to assist the Access to Justice Campaign year-end fundraising appeals supporting the 
delivery of civil legal services to low-income people in Michigan. 
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