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Foundation Awards $80,000 in Grants

The Michigan State Bar Foundation recently approved funding for eight innovative projects which promote
improvements in the administration of justice or enhance access to justice.

Through its Administration of Justice grants program, the Foundation supports projects which assist civil legal
aid to the poor, law-related education and conflict resolution. The Foundation has awarded over $1 million in
Administration of Justice Grants over the last 5 years. In September, it approved more than $30,000 grants to:

Neighborhood Legal Services Michigan to help fund law-related education to over 300 middle school
students in Detroit, using staff and volunteer attorneys to teach about the law and democracy through the
nationally-recognized "Street Law" curriculum;

International Institute of Metropolitan Detroit to help fund U.S. citizenship education, including
education about law and the legal system, within metro Detroit and to use pro bono attorneys to help prepare
students for the rights and duties of citizenship;

Girl Scouts of Michigan Capital Council to help fund development of a program to reduce recidivism and
foster appropriate behavior for middle school girls by helping them develop positive decision making and
conflict resolution skills, work in conjunction with other programs for at risk youth and families, and in
cooperation with the local schools, prosecutors and courts.

Through the Access to Justice Fund, the Foundation awarded five grants totaling nearly $50,000. The Access
to Justice Campaign was established in 1997 as a partnership between the Foundation, the State Bar of
Michigan and our State’s civil legal aid providers. The State Bar solicits donations for endowment and
operations to improve access to justice for low-income people with civil legal needs in Michigan. The
Foundation holds the Access to Justice Fund and receives, manages, and distributes the funds. Since 2000, over
$213,000 in ATJ Fund grants has been awarded to 24 innovative projects, including grants this year to:

Community Legal Resources to help fund development and dissemination (including web posting) of legal
tools to assist nonprofit community development organizations and pro bono lawyers assisting them with
legal issues related to emergency, transitional, and affordable housing in Michigan.

Washtenaw County/ Eastern Michigan University Legal Resource Center to help fund the development
of a website to provide access to legal forms, legal information, and links for patrons about community legal
and non-legal resources, in coordination with relevant partners.




Elder Law of Michigan to help fund the creation and distribution of information on how to quickly identify
and respond with legal remedies to various kinds of elder abuse and financial exploitation, and offer related
training to pro bono and other lawyers.

Lakeshore Legal Aid to help fund a specially-trained domestic violence advocate to educate those
attending interagency meetings regarding child placement about domestic violence dynamics, identify issues
for legal referral, and develop best practices and protocols to aid project replication in other communities.

Legal Assistance Center to help expand current services through training new groups of volunteers with a
legal background (law students and law firm associates) as well as a pool of Spanish speaking volunteers, to
help LAC assist low-income patrons who need legal information or pro se guidance, and to produce a
project replication outline for use by other interested agencies.

Donations from lawyers and judges for the Access to Justice Fund are one method of satisfying the State Bar’s
voluntary pro bono standard. For more information, including possible tax benefits for ATJ Fund contributions
and options for lifetime gifts and bequests, visit www.atjfund.org or use the “Donate Now” button on the
Foundation’s website at www.msbf.org where you can also obtain information about Foundation grants.




